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Rivers and Harbors.

The river and harbor question, which
caused such a stir in the closing duys
of the long session, will come up again
at the short session, and may cause an-
other stir. The argument that pre-
vailed in the securing of a lump sum
for continuing improvements already
begun, and which would suffer if neg-
lected for even twelve months, will be
advanced in favor of another appro-
priation. As for the inauguration of
new projects, much will be said on that
point, too.

Tt i= a good time for the public to

take this very important question into

more consideration than it has hitherto
bestowed upon it. Details have never
been examined. Engineers’ reports
have in the main gone unread.

Qut of this indifference, or what you
choose to call it, has grown the "“pork
barrel” feature of the appropriations
for that order of public improvements.
Many politiclans have seen opportunity
to help themselves and others to cam-
paign contributions, and have profited
by it. Undoubtedly, in the past thirty
years some senators und some repre-
sentatives have accomplished their re-
elections by placing snug sums of Un-
cle Sam's money in this way where
they would do them, rather than the
public, good.

As to the general proposition—put-
ting and keeping in order the leading
rivers and harbors of the country—the
people are well inclined. No public
money could be better employed. To
be sure, there are objectors, who can
sea nothing in it but building up steam-
boat companies. They declaim loudly
against subsidies.

Well, steamboat companies do profit.
But does not the public profit also, and
in much greater degree? Are nof
freight rates on a large commerce in-
fluenced by it? If left the complete
masters of the situation, would not the
raflroads put their traffic figures up to
suit themselves?

Congratulating Senator Burton at the
time of his victory, The Star pointed
out that the saving of thirty or forty
millions in one bill, important as it
was, was a mere bagatelle compared
with the service he had rendered in
showing the necessity of a thorough
examination of the whole subject of our
inland waterways, and their real needs,
and how they should be provided for.

That examination should begin at
once, and be made thorough. It can-
not be concluded in time for use in Con-
gress next winter, but by the first reg-
ular session of the next Congress sta-
tistles and arguments based upon them
should be in readiness, so that the ap-
propriations then shall be free from all
“pork barrel” imputations.

The Retirement of Ministers.

Ultimate success should be attained
by the movement to create a fund
for the retlrement and maintenance of
superannuated Methodist ministers, in
promotion of which a conference is now
in session in this city. The cause is a
meost worthy and deserving one, and
irrespective of the denominations it
should enlist the interest of the public.
The average clergyman is not in a posi-
tion to provide against the needs of
his later life. His pay is small, his
needs are as many as those of other
men and his opportunities for advance-
ment are few. Giving themselves un-
reservedly and devotedly to the cause
of righteousness, these workers for the
spiritual and moral betterment of man-
kind are often left in a pitiable condi-
tion when their yesars of usefulness are
at an end and they can no longer meet
the exactions of thelr duties, when they
have exhausted themselves in their
labers. Naturally churches are loth to
part wilth pastors of long service with-
out providing for thelr sustenance, and
80 the elder ministers are retained
when they have really earned retire-
ment. The Methodist movement for
provision for the superannuated clergy-
men is designed to relieve individual
churches of the burden which falls
upon them in so many cases for the
care of their retired pastors, creating a
generaldenominational fund upon which
all who are formally relieved of duty
will draw under a lberal pension sys-
tem. It is a businesslike plan, though
prompted by the highest considerations
of humanity, and a denomination so
extensive and enterprising should be
able to finance it and thus establish a
standard for other denominations to
adopt in turn.

After thinking over what might most
severely hurt the feelinga of his oppo-
nents Mr. Penrose contents himself
with an emphatle announcement that
he expects to be elected.

The Sing Sing prisoner who has heen
permitted to enjoy automobile rides on

Broadway is doubtless regarded by
Charles Becker as taking great
chances.

It is confidently expected that by the
timme the Panama exposition is ready to
open the world will awaken to the fact
that it needs relaxation.

The 'War and Emigration.

There is discussion in New York, both
in political circles and outside, as to the
probable effect of the European war on
emigration from the countries involved
after the war closes. Some politicians
and publicists are of opinion that the
effect will be marked, and that the tide,
particularly to the American shores, will
be heavy. Great numbers, it is suggest-
ed, uneasy as to the future in the old
home, will seek a new home, and see In
the United States the country of their
desire.

The opposite opinion is that a spirit of
patriotism will prevent this. Men and
women, convinced that the war has left
bitterness certain to crop out in time,
will remain in the old home to help
solve the new difficulties when they
arise.

Several weeks ago The Star expressed

itself on this mubject, taking the view
that we should probably draw heavily
from Europe at the time stated; and it
adheres to that belief. The idea is alto-
gether persuasive. U'ndoubtedly the war
will saddle a heavy debt on Europe, lay
foundations for future conflicts, and in-
crease in other ways the burdens of the
people. As a result, many of the in-
habltants with young families, and more
solicitous for their children than for
themselves, will seek new fields of ac-
tiviiy more promising for peace and
prosperity.

This country remains the garden spot.
There is still room, and to spare. There
Is invitation for all. Never more so than
now, “the republic is opportunity.” We
have our troubles. But they are really
not great, and some are imaginary. Our
good fortune as a nation has been so
abundant, we have not shown the proper
appreciation of it. We have undervalued
our larse possesslons.

This question of remaining at home
and helping to settle home difficulties
was more than once put up to the Irish
during the long fight for home rule,
They were urged to stay and help the
cause there. But they continued to emi-
grate in large numbers to this country
and cast their fortunes here.

But in America they did not lose their
Interest in home rule for Ireland. On
the contrary, they kept the cause in
mind, and did a great deal for it. Irish
leaders came over to consult them, and
returned with large contributions in
money for assisting the home campaign
‘We have profited much from immigra
tion, and immigrants have profited much
from the unsurpassed opportunities of
America. Such will continue to be the
case, though the Increased measure can-
not at this time be accurately forecast.

Sullivan.

The effort to make Postmaster Gen-
eral Burleson “the wicked partner” is
not fair and will not work. Rather
should he be complimented for his
openness and courage in meeting what
to & man of another type would have
appeared most embarrassing.

Something had to be done for Roger
Sullivan, and Mr. Burleson did it. The
democratic senatorial campaign in I1li-
nols was sagzing under the report that
the administration desired Mr. Sulli-
van's defeat. Mr. Bryan's pre-primary
deliverance and the President's silence
were quoted in support of the story.

As Mr. Burleson knew that the story
was not true—that the adminlstration
really desired Mr. Sullivan's election—
he went to the rescue at the risk of all
criticism. He showed the spirit de-
manded by the emergency,

Logically encugh, too, he rested his
case on the same ground upon which
Mr. Wilson, when Governor of New
Jersey, rested his, when he insisted on
the election of Mr. Martine to the
Senate. Mr. Wilson then insisted that
as Mr. Martine was the candidate of
his party, regularly nominated, he was
entitled to the office now that the
democrats controlled the legislature.
Mr. Burleson went no further in his
Peoria speech. He did not pass upon
the guestion of Mr, Sullivan’s bosship
or decide the dispute between Mr.
Sullivan and Mr., Bryan. All he saw
and called attention to was the regu-
larity of Mr. Sullivan's nomination and
its binding character on all democrats.
Mr. Sulllvan'’s would be another vote
in the Senate for the administration,
and as a member of the administration
Mr. Burleon asked for that vote.

The new leadership is a great leveler.
Votes are solicited for democratic can-
didates for the House and the Senate
on the proposition that they are Wilson
men. Their views about public issues
are of less consequence than their will-
ingness to stand by the President. Are

they sound on that issue? If so, elect
them.
Mr. Sullivan stands the test, and,

therefore, is as good for party pur-
poses now as though he passessed the
eloguence of Mr. Bryan, the financial
ability of Mr, MeAdoe and the all-
around graces of Senator Lewis. Boss
he may be. Unfamiliar with law-mak-
ing he undoubtedly is. But he is a
tried and true Wilson man, as he
showed at Baltimore, and if he reaches
the Senate will stay put after the
President speaks.

No returns will be read with more
interest next Wednesday than those
from Illinois; and the fate of Mr.
Sullivan will be their leading feature.

-
Decisions on the part of Cols. Wat-
terson and Harvey to become recon-
ciled just before the fall elections rep-
resent another of those colncidences
which may so materially affect the
destinies of a great political party.

Another south pole expedition has
slipped out of South America without
attracting much attention. Those ant-
arctic explorers are industrious work-
ers, but indifferent advertisers.

It may be assumed that Canada has
just about as much fear of being in-
vaded by Germany as it has of being
annexed by the United States.

Haiti might be a_ happier country if
it could be persuaded to devote more
attention to rag-time musical art and
less to playing politics.

The Hague will have its hands full if
it is expected to hold an Investigation
to fix the responsibility for the present
catastrophe.

The New Haven will naturally re-
quire a little time to live down so
large and comprehensive a past.

European war may be regarded as
conducted largely on the theory that
misery loves company.

Submarine Transports.

So remarkable have been some of the
German war devices disclosed by the
present campaign that it is not alto-
gether safe to reject as fantastic tales
that come from time to time respecting
strange military and naval novelties in
course of development and construction
in Germany. For instance, a recent re-
port coming by way of Copenhagen

! states that the Germans are building at

and Hamburg a new type of
submarine of large size, capable of
transporting troops. Theee boats are
also designed to be used as pontoons.
It is known, of course, that one of the
dearest objects of the German com-
manders is to invade England, and
naturally the possibility of an Invasion
by means of glant troop-carrying sub-
marines is at once suggested by this
dispateh. But this does not seem an al-
together practicable proposition. To be
effective an invading force crossing the
channel would heve to comprise no less
than 100,000 men, for there are doubt-
less at this time several times that
number in the training camps of Eng-
land. The transport of such an army by
means of submarines would be a glgantic
task, lasting many days. Just for the
purpose of computation, if a submarine
could carry 500 men, which concelves a
vessel actually beyond the range of
imagination in the lght of existing sub-
aquatic craft, it would require 200 of
them to land the army on the English
shores at one trip, or 100 of them in
two trips, or fifty of them in four trips,
or twenty-five of them in eight trips.
The last number is most likely to bLae
the limit of any such fleet of trans-
poris, and it ls quite certain that be-

Elbing

fore they were on their second round
they would be in serious trouble with
the British fleet. Of course, & submarine
carrying 500 could not be hastily thrown
together, and the construction of a fleet
of twenty-five of them would tax the
ship-building resources of Germany
probably for over a year, if such a craft
were in fact possible. More likely is it
that the new troop-carrying submarine,
if such js actually under development,
is deslgned for short range activity
with comparatively small bodies of men.
The truth is the land invasion of Eng-
land is not to be regarded as a possi-
bility as long as the Eritish fleet re-
mains in control of the sea. If that con-
trol is lost Germany will not need to de-
Pend upon submerged troopshipa to land
her armies on the English shores.

Clamor Against British Sea Lords.

The retirement of Prince Louis of Bat-
tenberg as first sea lord of the British
admiralty is a direct result of popular
clamor against the connection of one
of Teutonic birth and title with the
English navy at a time of war. Ap-
parently the king and government of
England have had perfect confidence in
the loyalty of Frince Louis, notwith-
standing his Austrian birth and his mar-
riage with a German princess, but from
the outset of the campaign public feel-
ing has ruyn high against the German
princes of the British royal connection,
and since the Antwerp fiasco, as the
futile participation of -British marines
in the defense of that city is now re-
garded in England, the sentiment
against the first sea lord has increased.
Prince Louis was born at Gratz, Aus-
tria, in 1854, and at the age of fourteen
he was naturalizged and entered the Brit-
ish mavy. He has always been highly
popular with the English people until
the present campaign opened,

Closely associated with the outbreak
of popular resentment against Batten-
berg as a Teutonic British officer i{s the
agitation against Winston Churchill, the
first lord of the admiralty, who is direct-
Iy blamed for the Antwerp affair, al-
though the orders for the British ex-
peditlon were given with the assent of
the full ministry. Churchill was per-
sonally present at Antwerp during the
slege, and so identified himself with the
British participation in it that when the
collapse came he was held directly re-
sponsible for the dilemma in which the
English marines were caught. Churchill,
moreover, has Indulged since the war
began in somewhat flamboyant speech-
making with reference to the prospective
deeds of the British navy. He promised
the early extinction of the German fleet
and the lack of any general engagement

lic mind, and this feeling has been in-
tensified by the oecasional loss of ships
of the blockading squadron. The retire-
ment of Churchill from the ministry has
been specifically demanded by his critics,
but the government is supporting him
and is apparently indisposed to yield
to clamor. The retirement of Prince
Louis of Battenberg appears to have
been wholly at his own initiative.

Prohibition states have the satisfac-
tion of noting a market for grain for
solid food purposes that will more than
compensate for any lack of demand for
it as a beverage producer.

London contemplates reopening the
stock exchange by way of deflant
notice that Zeppelins are not regarded
as serious menaces either to British
strongholds or British securities,

It is the first time in some years that
various members of Congress have
been obliged to regard home campaign-
ing as a holiday instead of thelr regu-
lar business.

The trial of Mrs. Carman was so brief
that the sensational descriptive writers
scarcely had time to get into their
stride.

Censors on both sides are still com-
pelled to omit details and content
themselves with reporting progress.

SHOOTING STARS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNBEON,

Anticipating the Future.

“This political opponent of ours is
making a strong appeal,” said the cam-
palgn manager,

“How 7' asked Senator Sorghum.

“By coming out strong for prison re-
form."”

“Accuse him of graft of the most sub-
tle and farsighted sort. Say he's look-
ing forward to a luxurious life at pub-
lic expense.”

N c ~

Beaten at His Own Game.

An anarchist sald to a party of kings,
“My attacks, you’'ll observe, I amn
stopping.
My bombs look like toys when com-
pared to the things
Which upon one another you're drop-
ping!"

Emaulation.

“What a beautiful ring!"”

“Yes,” said Miss Cayenne. *“It was an
engagement ring. But the engagement
is broken."

“Aren't you going to send it back?”

“Of course. Byt T wiant to keep it
long enough to let the next gentleman
see what he is expected to live up to.”

The Eternal Reciprocity.

“S8ome of the earliest forms of life,”
said the naturaulist, “conaist merely of
a few nerve cells and a stomach”

“Well,” replied the flippant person.
“It’s the old story. Indigestion makes
you nervous and nervousness gives you
indigestion."

A Word of Cheer.

“] understand that your next door
neighhor is worried because he lost
some chickens.”

“Well,” said Mr. Erastus Pinkley, "I
nebber talks much on no chicken gues-

tion. PBut I hates to see anybody wor-
ried. You tell 'im dem chickens wasn’
lost. Dey wasn't even wasted.”

Facts and Figures.

A large number of applicants for ad-
mission to the nuvy have rounded
hacks, protruding abdomens, drooping
heads and fAat chests—Surgeon’s re-
port to Navy Department.

Now must a nation's soul let slip

The sounds of glad commotion
And hail our good old scholarship

The best that plows the ocean.

With brightening eve Columbia looks

On figures all prophetic
Of students poring o‘er their books

And not on shapes athletic.

In self-effacement ig the worth
Of every honest sailor,

No matter what may be his berth
On battleship or whaler.

The letter “I" we must confess
Shows egotism nimble.

The Hogarth curve of letter “S"
I1s higher culture's symbol.

With book in hand the sallor goes
And sits upon the gunnel

No more he'll vertically pose
And make his throat a funnel!

We'll fill with terror and unrest
Each venturesome aggressor

When every seaman is addressed

As “Doctor” or "“Professor.”

at sea has reacted ypon him in the pub--

WHAT THE GOVERNMENT IS DOING

That the favorable changes of the
last few days in the cotton situation
will prove a bless-
Cotton Farmer’s ing to farmers in
the =mouthern

Gloomy Letter. states, and that

the people in &ther parts of the coun-
try have little realized the seriousness
of the comditions existing throughout
the cotton belt, is brought out in the
letter, full of human Interest, which
has just been received by officials of
the United States Department of Agri-
culture from a Georgian farmer who
evidently owns a number of tenant
farms, is fairly well-to-do and is hav-
ing his problems with poor tenants,
whom he would like to help, but who,
because of their lack of understand-
Ing, blame him for the conditions which
exist:

“l spent wyesterday having cotlon
hauled to the gin. I met a lot of peo-
ple, heard them talk, many of them say
they can't get seed oats and wheat to
plant. Cotton was selling from 21 to
6 cents. We have no credit here, no
sale for anything. Can't sell chickens
for any sort of price. 1 have $5,000 in
notes, Can't borrow money on them.
Can't get money from bank any way.
They say they will let people have
money next vear to make a new crop,
bult can’t help now, even to get seed.

“I have forty bushels of oats and
three of rye. T am sowing, but I need
wheat, Much of the crop will be plowed
in. 1 have forty negroes on my land.
They owe me more than they have got
and they won't gather cropas but hunt
jobs and work off much of the time.
I have them to feed. They need shoes
and clothes for the winter and I don't
know how they can get them. They
have cotton plenty, but can't sell it.
In fact, there is but few men able to
make enough to farm next year.

“As 1 see it, T see no way to pay my
debts at the price of cotton. My hands
harass me. They can't pay for what
they have used. They need shoes and
clothes. I have a white man at my
elbow wantling money to buy shoes
that can't pay me by a long amount
what the family has used. 1 had one
man that left the farm owing $100,
another owing $125, one 315, I just
let them go. Negroes think the fault
is in the landlord. Can’t convince
them that the landlord is In the same
bad fix. They say that men will plow
in much cotton as a fertllizer fom»
wheat and oats.

“Last year 1 had 1,000 bushelz of
wheat and oats to sell, but could not
find market for it. 1 let it go for
barter and loaned it out together. Cot-
ton is the only cash market we have.
Nothing but cotton brings money
here. Other things is bartered. I can't
see how these people can make a crop
next year. Landlords can't feed them.
They can't feed themselves. No visi-
ble source for it to come from. This
may not interest you, but it I8 the case
now."

The outlook Is much more hopeful
today for this Georgian and other cot-
ton farmers. The decision of England
to permit the shipment of cotton to
Germany and Austria, providing the
product is carried in American bot-
toms, has started a movement in thia
vear's cotton crop Which government
experts belleve will make it possible
for farmers to sell their products at a
profit. If Great Britain had continued
to look upon cotton gas contraband,
there is no telling how bad the situa-
tlon might have become, according to
men who have studied the eonditions
in the south. The general feellng of
optimism now, it is =aid, is little ap-
preciated by persons living outside of
the cotton belt, because they have not
lived under the cloud of gloom which
has overhung most sections of the
south for many weeks.

*
% *

“Why is it that the United States,

with all its experts and equipment

for statistical investi-
Industrial gation, does not collect
Accidents.

complete statistics for

industrial accidents of
all kinds in the United States? Why
fs it that the only attempt to keep
a record of industrial accidents of
all kinds is made by a private cor-
poration—an insurance company—and
why Is it that the government which
recently tried to make a census of
birds, and which keeps track of the
hogs which die from cholera, fails at
the same time to keep track of the
men who are killed and injured In
industry?’

These guestions are often asked by
persons who are interested in getting
accurate information on the results of
the *“safety first” movement, which
has swept over the couniry during
the last few years. It is known that
the movement to promote safety in
all industries is lessening the number
of accidents and deaths, but to what
degree no one knows at the present
time, because of the failure of the
government to keep complete statistics
on accidents in all industries.

The fact that the government does
keep statistice on railroad accidents,
mining and quarry accidents, and acci-
dents in the steel industry, and yet
fails to complete the work by listing
the accidents in other industries, is
something whienh advocates of “safety
first” measures and soclal workers
in the United States fail to understand.
The incomplete accident statistics now
gathered by the government are ob-
tained by threa bureaus in three dif-
ferent departments. The United States
bureau of mines of the Interior De-
partment collects atatistics each year
for the number of accidental deaths
in the coal and metal mining indus-
tries and in quarrying; the interstate
commerce commigsion keeps account
of the railroad accidents, and the
United States bureau of labor statistics
of the Department of Labor is guth-
ering figures each year on the deaths
in the steel industry and iz gradually
extending the work to other lines.

Persons interested in the prevention
of industrial mccldents say that some
effort should be made to co-ordinate
the work and give elther the bureau
of the census of the Department of
Commerce or the bureau of labor sta-
tistics of the Department of Labor
the responsibility for bringing to-
gether the most accurate statistics to
be obtained on industrial accidents of
all kinds in all industries from agri-
culture to steel-making, and throuzh-
out all lines of business and trades
in which a considerable number of
people are killed and injured each
year.

*x
* %

The first literary soclety organized
under Uncle Sam’s auspices is just

about Tready to

National Reading Blast Wor(’ki. tlg;
: 2 5 Jlax .
Circle Formed. commissioner of

the United States bureau of education,
has prepared letters to all high school
principals and officlals of the smaller
colleges throughout the United States
telling them of a plan to interest all
young men and women who want to
know the best there is In the literature
of the world and who wish to guin the
inspiration glven by reading the best
books.

Uncle Sam's new literary society will

be known as the National Reading Cir-
cle, and for admission to this circle
Dr. Claxton says that it is only neces-
sary to write to the home education di-
vision of the United States bureau of
education, Washington, D. €, and ask
to be furnished ipformation about the
reading courses which have been plan-
ned under the direction of a group of
the best known educators of the United
States. Persons desiring to benefit by
joining the reading circle are merely
afked to give their names, post office
addresses, ages and n very brief state-
ment of their education and occupation.

When this brief information is given
members of the government's National
Reading Circle will be furnished a read-
ing course including the best works in
the world’'s literature. Only serlous-
mllnded young men and women are in-
vited to join the government's new or-
ganization. The members will under-
take to read each of the books which
are listed at least twice within the
next three years from the time of
joining the circle, and to each person
giving satisfactory evidence of having
read all the books on the list will be
awarded i government certificate bear-
ing the seal of the Tnited States bu-
reau of educatipn and signed by the
commissioner of education. Speaking
of the aims of the bureau of education
in starting this course, Commissioner
Claxton says:

“Among all the books of the world, a
few are so pre-eminent for content and
style that they are called the ‘literary
Bibles." These include the ‘Iliad’ and
‘Odyssey’ of Homer, the ‘Divine Com-
edy” of Dante, the great dramas of
Shakespeare, Goethe's ‘Faust” and a
few others. Each of these is the em-
bodiment and revelation of the ideals
of a race, an age or a eivilization,
They appeal to the heart= and grip the
minds of all people everyvwhere, young
and old, learned and unlearned, of
whuatever race or creed. They are
human books, and take firm heold on
the human life which we all live, which
few understand, and which in all phases
has ‘interest without end. The books
to be recommended by the experts
directing the ‘national reading gourse’
are hooks which should be read and
understood by all who would know the
world's literature and life.”

Dr. Claxton has obtained as experts
to assist him in preparing the reading
circle, to which all ambitious young
men and women of this country will
he invited to join. the following author-
ities in English literature: Charles Al-
phonse Smith, who is the Edgar Allan
Poe professor of English in the Uni-
versity of Virginia: William Lyvon
Phelps, professor of English literature
fn Yale University: Charles Forster
Smith, professor of Greek in the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, and Richard Bur-
ton, professor of English literature in
the Univgrsity of Minnesota.

*

£ X
Persons interested in the moveme_nt
to abolish the illicit traffic In habit-

forming drugs In this
Anti-Drug Bill country were disap-
Delayed.

pointed to learn dur-

ing the past week that
the so-called Harrison bill, which
passed both the House and Senate and
was reported out of conference, fell
short of one step in legislative proce-
dure which would make it ready Tfor
sigmature by President Wilson.

Although the bill was reported out
favorably by the House and Senate con-
ferees, the conference report was ap-
proved only by the Senate. The ad-
journment came too soon for acklon by
the House, and it will be now neces-
sary to await approval of the confer-
ence report at the December gsession of
Congress. The bill will then be sent
to the President for signature.

The delay In the final enactment of
the anti-drug bill brings about a
somewhat complicated situation, be-
cause the bill iz drawn to take ef-
fect on and after the first day of Oc-
tober. It was passed by the House
many months ago, but encountered
many delays in the Senate, where it
was considered by a subcommittee of
the committee on finance, with Senator
John Sharp Williams of Mississippl as
chairman. iy .

The bill provides for the registration
of all producers, manufacturers or
dealers in opium or coca leaves o1 any
compound, derivative or preparation
thereof, and imposes on such dealers
ua special tax of $1 a vear. The bill
further provides that it shall be un-
lawful for any person to sell, ex-
change or give away any of these
habit-forming drugs, except on a writ-
ten order of the person to whom the
article iz sold, or given away, or
with whom exchanged, on a form to
be izsued for the purpose by the com-
missioner of internal revenue. Each
person who shall accept such an order
is compelled by the law to preserve it
for a period of two years in such a
way us to be readily accessible for in-
spection by government officers. The
lew will make it possible to trace the
sale of drugs from one person to an-
other until it reaches the ullimate con-
sumer, and in this way it is belleved
that much of the illicit traffic in the
use of habit-forming drugs may be
checked.

According to advocates of anti-drug
legislation, the law is far short of be-
ing ideal, because of the fact that it
has several provisions which may per-
mit a certain amount of illicit traffic.
The bill as originally written by for-
mer Representative Franecis Burton
Harrison, now Governor General of the
Philinpines, provided that habit-form-
ing druss should not be distributed by
any person except a physician, dentist
or veterinary surgeon who was per-
sonully attending a patient. The words
“personally attend upon such a pa-
tient’ have been stricken from the bill,
making it possible, it ix claimed, for
unscrupulous doctors to obtain and
distribute quantities of habit-forming
drugs to persous who are addicted to
their use.

Another sectinn of the bill which is
considered in the nature of a joker is
the one which excepts the use of de-
cocainized coca leaves. A sirup is made
from coca leaves after the eocaine has
been extracted and is used in certaln
soda fountain beverages. Although this
gsirup does not contain cocaine, govern-
ment experts belieyve ,that the sirup
does contain habit-forming qualities,
and they helieve that it should not be
exempted by a jokar, because they say
It is clearly a derivative of coca leaves,
and that the law was written to pre-
vent the sale of all habit-forming de-
rivatives or preparations of the drug.

For more than a year there has been
considerable restriction in the sale of
coca leaves because of an improvised
gvstemm of keeping track of the im-
ports into this country by customs offi-
s« of the Treasury Department. The
(ining of records of all imports has

ob
resulted . apparently in restricting the
purchase of coca leaves, nnl has, it is
believed by drug experts. cut down the
use of cocaine and perhaps other hab-

it-forming drugs. In 1911 coca leaves
to the extent of 1,226,000 pounds were
imported into this eountry. In 1912 the

amount was 1,179.000 pounds, and in
1812 1,175,008, That the recording of
co leaf imports has restricted the

L

traffic in the product from which co-
caine is made is indicated by the fact
that the Department of Commerce fig-
ures for the fiscal vear ending June 30,
1914, show that last wvear's imports of
coca leaves zmoynted to only 711,000
pounds—a decrease of more than 590,-
000 pounds in a sinszle vear

RATMOND W. PULLMAN.

MEXICAN MUDDLES.

From the Chattanooga Tihoes.

Carranza is retiring about as grace-
fully as a Texan daunces the maxixe.
From the Boston Globe. :

“¥illa must go,” says Carranzi. Car-
ranza must go,~ Says Villa. The
American people would be glad to see
both Villa and Carranza go.

From the Cleveland Leader. /

At least one of the troubles a Presi-
dent of Mexico doesn’t have to con-
tend with is ennui.
f'rom the Pittsburgh Dispatch.

Nevertheless, if all that their enemies
have said of Villa and Zapata is true,
their alliance is most natural.

From the New York Evening Sun.

Peace Conference Takes Steps to
ust Carranza. — e. Beaide

which the battle of Flanders Is an
interlude.

From the Chicago Herald.

Carranza’s offer to resign if Villa

will quit too may be a tactical tri-
umph, but it doesn’'t help the cause of
peace in Mexico to get anywhere.

From tle Portland (Me.) Press,

Carranza says he didn't conspire to
have Villa murdered, but he wouldn’t
have been among the chief mourners
at the funeral had it taken place.

From the Pittsburgh Chronicle-Telegraph.

Attempts to make a good Mexican of
Villa by use of the old prescription for
making a1 good Indian are not likely
to be popularized by what pened
to the first man who tried to adminis-
ter It.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
IN THE STAR

The burning of the McClellan and
Pendleton campaign flag by republican
torchlight marchers on
The Burned the night of October 21,
B 1864, created consider-
= able trouble between the
rival political organizations in Wash-
ington. In The Star of October 25,
1864, is 2 news account of a meeting of
the National Democratic Association at
which a letter from President Clephane
of the Lincoln gnd Johnson Club was
read disavowing 'the actjon of the in-
dividual marcher who lighted the flag
from his torch, expressing regret for
the incldent and offering to pay for the
damage. The letter was referred to a
committes. Another news item in the
same issue says:

“In accordance with =a resolution
adopted by the National Democratic
Associatlon on Saturday evening the
flag, which was partially destroyed by
m_-e. accidentally or purposely, as the
mePIn and Johnson procession was
pﬂ.ssullg Friday night, was yesterday
morning sent to Phi =
sented to the nztiotaﬂelggggu:?v‘:ac‘:;-
mittee. The flag is accomipanied by
the following committee: Messrs. Flinn,
Crampitt, James L. MeGuire, Clayton,
Dr. Allen and Gery. The presentation
will be made to the natiomnal commit-
tee tonight at the headquarters of the
Keystone Club and the democracy of
this city expect to make great use of
it as a campaign document. After the
prompt disclaimer of the republicans,
however, the attempt to manufacture
capital out of it will be so transparent
and silly that the above committee will
gain nothing by their trip bevond the

opportunity for an airing an -
ant little spree”™ % e

*

* ¥
Just on the eve of the elections in
1864 discovery was made of a fraud

that ha
Fraud alent a d been in

preparation for some
2 time, whereby the
Soldier Votes. votes of soldiers and
sailors were to be misapplied to can-
didacies other than those favored by
the voters. The matter was investigat-
ed in Baltimore by a military commis-
sion headed by Maj. Gen. Abner Double-
day, U. B. V. According to a long sc-
count of the proceedings of the com-
mission reprinted in The Star of Octo-
ber 28. from the Baltimore American, it
was evidently the purpose of those pro-
moting the fraud to divert the votes
of the soldiers to the MeClellan ticket
and to the interest of Horatlo Seymour
of New York. The New York state
law provided that a soldier or sailor
whether on the fleld or shipboard or in
hospital or in detached service, de-
siring to vote should fill out a blank
inclosing hias wvote, together with a
power of attorney to be certified to by
a commissioned officer and witnessed
by another voter, the whole to be for-
warded to a legal voter at the soldler's
home. who was authorized to deposit
this ballot in the box on election day.
Owing to a delay in the receipt of
these proxies an investigation was in-
stituted by the republican committee
of Clinton county, N. Y., and an agent
wag dispatched to Baltimore to investi-
gate. He there represented himself as
being in behalf of the other side and
was enabled to learn the device by
which republican soldiers wers being
voted in large numbers for the other
ticket. The proxies were being filled
out for men whose names were borne
on hospital records, but who had long
since been discharged or perhaps had
died. Furthermore, false proxies were
substituted for genuine ones in the en-
velopes in which they were to be sent
north. Sufficlent evidence was found
}gl’:al;rant arrests, as indicated in the
wing ra,
i zs:pa. graph in The Star of
“Yesterday afternoon at th

half o'clock Capt. Potts, the iy am'i‘ -

TURKEY'S ENTRY INTO THE WAR

Turkey's act of war against Russia
came as a complete surprise to those
who have been follow-

Hostilities ing the course of the
- government at Con-
» sm“‘ stantinople from the

beginning of the European campaign.
Until almost the eve of this precipi-
tant procedure, which has been all but
repudiated subsequently by Turkish
authorities, a dispatch from London
stated that Turkey had assured the
ambassadors of Great Britain, Russia
and France that she intended to maln-
tain her policy of neutrality. Much
explanation is required to clarify the
situation, which has been so suddenly
changed by the hostile maneuvers of
the former German cruisers against
Russian ships and ports in the Black
Sea.

Certain recent dispatches, however,
have Indicated a serious schism In
Turkish governmental affairs. One for
instance dated London, October 19,
announced that the “Sultan of Tur-
key, at a family councll, unexpect-
edly proclaimed Yossouf Izzedin, heir
presumptive to the Turkish throne, as
generalissimo of the army and navy,
and this had been done to combat the
dictatorship of Enver Pasha.”

In a previous article we have had oc-
casion to cite in extenso a letter from
Gen. Cherlf Pasha, a Turkish general
officer of distinction, who said that
“the Ottoman patriols grouped around
me In opposition to the wicked commit-
tee ¢of 'union and progress’ energetical-
ly protest against the attitude of the
presg of Constantinople toward Eng-
land.” And, furthermore, Gen. Cherif
Pasha expressed the hope that the true
Ottoman patriots would not be con-
founded with a handful of unscrupulous
politicianas attached to certain intri-
gantes by interest and venality.

“A handful of unscrupulous poli-
ticians!” Thia can only refer to Enver
Pasha and his acolytes, and explains,
perhaps, the reported action of thes
sultan in appointing Yussouf Izzedin
generalissimo of the army in the reso-
lution to have done with the dictator-
ghip of Enver Pasha.

Reading between the lines of Gen.
Cherif Pasha's letter to Sir Edward
Grey, there can be no doubt that there
are two distinct and widely separated
parties in Turkey: The committee of
union and progress, or the “Young
Turk™ and the party of the “0Old Turk.”
The Young Turk, which is no longer
the liberal party of 1908, but now a
mask for the unscrupulous and the
venal, while the “Old Turk,” formerly
assoclated with the party of Hamid,
has become the patriot and *real
Turk,” after the manner of such ad-
mirable types as the late Gen. Nazim
Pasha and the forementioned Gen.
Cherif Pasha.

*‘i

It was fatal indeed that the “Young
Turk” party should become reactionary
with the abandon-
ment of its high
5 ideals. Its action in

Reactionary. ine interior s char-
acterized by an absolutism which is
nothing less than tyranny. In Janu-
ary & commission composed of the
grand vizier, el-Cheika-ul-Islam, Enver
Pasha and the Crown Prince Yussouf
met to elaborate the status of the im-
perial family. A project of a law com-
posed of twenty-four articles was es-
tablished.

This commission styled itself the “dy-
nastic council.” It decided, for ex-
ample, that the imperial princes should
not receive strangers except by special
authority; that their going out of their
residences should be reported; that they
could not sell or buy property; that
no marriage could be contracied; that

no voyage could be undertaken without
the t of the dynastic council.

Young Turks

ing officer of the military detectives
and patrols, and Lieut. Sheene, one of
Provost Marshal Ingraham’s aids, by
order of the Secretary of War, arrest-
ed Col. North, the New York agent in
this city; Maj. Cohn, the paymaster of
bounties, from the same state, and a
Mr. Jones, the state commissioner of
elections for the votes of New York
soldlere in and around Washington,
upon the charge, it is said, of being im-
plicated in the great election fraud
just come to light. The arreated parties
were immediately placed in the Old
Capitol and the guards stationed over
the rooms of the New York agency.”

*
* ¥

In a recent issue of The Star a de-

scription was glven of the monument

. in the Congress-
Arsenal Explosion ional  cemstery

over the remains
Monument Fund. ;; ;1o victims of

the Washington arsenal explosion of
June 27, 1864. In The Star of October
29, 1864, is a news article as follows
regarding the beginning of the enter-
prise for the erection of this monu-
ment:

“Today at noon the workmen of the
arsenal held a meeting in the gun car-
riage shop to take further steps for
the erection of i1 monument over the
remains of the unfortunate women
whose lives were lost at the explosion
of the 2Tth of June. Mr. J. G. Dudley
was called to the chair and Mr. George
Wright appointed secretary. The treas-
urer made a report which stated that
he had in hand over $3,000, which had
been collected ror the purpose of erect-
ing a2 monument. A committea Was
appointed, composed of Messrs. Joseph
A. Burch, James Johnson and James
King, to which subsequently the chair-
mun, Mr. Dudley, was added, to adver-
tise for designs for the monument in
the papers of Philadelphia, Baltimore
and this city. The committee was re-
quested to consult with the esteemed
commandant of the post in determin-
ing the design. The cost of the monu-
ment is not to exceed §3,000.”

L 3
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In The Star of October 31, 1864, is a

review of the police operations for the
past two quarters or half

Police year, ending September 30.
In this period there had
]leport. been 12,418 arrests—males,

9,461, and females, 2,958; married, 4,764,
and single, 7,654; literates, 8,008; illiter-
rates, 4,410. Of these cases 4,071 were
dismissed, 507 were sent to jail for
court, 340 gave bail for court, 666
were sent to the workhouse, 406 gave
security to keep the peace, 1,070 were
turned over to the military, 417 were
reported “not disposed of,” 229 were
variously disposed of and 4,712 were
fined. The fines amounted to $21,118.21,
In addition, fines amounting to $1,5656.04
were collected for selling liquor to sol-
diers. Of this sum one-half, under the
Jaw, went to the public schools of
Washington, one-fourth to the schools
of Georgetowp and the remaining
fourth to the county schools.

HUNGARIANFANTASIE.

Taey're fighting now at Beregesasz,
And Baluaz Uvaros;

We're getting news from Ujfaln
On how the battle 5,

But would it pot be better far
Conld deadly enemies

Avold the unharmoanic towns
And scrap awhbile at Bries?

It's nice to read of battle lines
At Nyir-Eghaza,
And cheer three times for victories
At Huszt spd Saczawa,
Bu: why not end the agony
And make the reader zlad
By trading shells and leaden pills
At Akoa or at Brad?

The Russlan tmoPg have fought like men;
Their banners they Lave strung

Along the Bodrog river when
They might have plcked the Ungh.

At le&” hat, so "tis sald,
The Magyars pever cease

To drive the czar's men back, but why
Not do the trick at Dees?

At Satorallja Ujbely,
At Zsambokirt, also,

They've fongit and bled and struggled on
And all the world may know;

But after remll;lz *Rolosvar™
And of Ezent-Martony

it's time to cuss the Hussiaos for

Iovading Hungary.
—Grand Baplds Press.

-

The imperial family protested, the
crown prince the first, but he was in-
formed that he was not included. The
two sons of the sultan accepted. Nine
princes signed a protest. What plot
was proposed it does mot appear, but
it was designed thus to reopen the
mysterious palace life practiced by
the redoubtable Sultan Hamid, and thus
strengthen the hand of some dictator
when he had seized control of the
state.

Enver Pasha, Talaat, Djemal anad
Djavid constitute a veritable directory
which the sultan has learned to fear.
Dijavid is supple, active and impertur-
bable. He conducts all financlal and
economical affairs with address, Djemal
Pasha, ex-Governor of Pera, who, after
the assassination of Mahmoud Chevket
Pasha presided over the bloody reprisal
that followed. Today general and also
minister of marine, he dreamed of
making Turkey a great naval power.
Talaat, miniater of the interior, iz en-
dowed with many gqualities of the
statesman: he is calm, dignified, and
full of tact in his personal relations,
and he is decidedly the most interest-
ing figure of the directory.

Enver Pasha, however, is the man of
the hour, and believes himself A man
of destiny. He was born in Roumelia
thirty-five years ago. Minister of war,
he holds in his hands all the military
and naval resources of Turkey. Enver
is mad with ambition, and affects the
genius of Napoleon. He dreams in
secret of being able to convert the
actual Ottoman directory into a con-
sulate. In the role of first consul he
would change the consulate into em-
pire! His position as son-in-law of the
sultan, he belleves, will help him In
his aspirations.

¥
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Enver is the hero of the Tripolitan.
He assassinated Nazim Pasha: the gen-
eralissimo of the Turkish
in army. Nazim Pasha be-
i o longed to the Uld Turk
of Nazim. ;arty. Honest, patriotic
and brave, he represented the very best
in the Turk, among whom thers are
many truly great and good men, The
gtrocious act of assassination of Nazim
was doubtless to open the way of em-
pire to his assassin. But nelther Enver,
Talaat, Dijemal or Djavid, the four
members of the Ottoman directory, can
be said to be very near to the capital
of their aspirations. They are not
popular. They have spllled ths blood
of their adversaries and are known to
be the authors of many murders, and
the people do not forget, but follow
them with terrible hatred. The direc-
tory may be assassinated at any mo-
ment. ‘The friends and relatives of
Nuzim are many, and their revenge is
almost certain.

Enver is the hero of the retaking and
occupation of Adrianople, but even this
act, which won him popularity among
a few, was not enough to condone the
murder of the “good Nazim." Aside
from the murder of Yennal Nazim
Pasha, the case of Aziz-Ali proves the
lack of conscience of the leaders of
the unfon and progress.

nople, provoked the hostility of thae
committee and was assassinated by its
agents, Mustapha Nazim and Cherkea
Ahmed, who were arrested and con-
demned to prison, but the minister of
juetice, accomplice of the crime, re-
vised the action of the court-martial
and llberated the culprita,

This conditlon of affairs in Turkey is
emphasized as an object lesson, with
particular reference to the abroga-
tion of the capitulations by the
committee, which would commit the
tain protection of “unscrupulous poli-
ticians” and a minister of Justice.

This commitiee, in spite of its offi-
clal declarations, is accused of foment-
ing panislamic pressure, in order to
cause eventual revolt against the
Christiana in Egypt and Indla. It is
charged that the subscriptions recom -
mended by the committee for the Iled
Cross and the Ottoman war fleet wera
also applied to the panislamic propa-
gation. The tendency of the com-
mittee to stir up religious fanaticisim
was clearly apparent by the solemn
celebration, May 29 last, of the foui
hundred-and-sixty-first anniversary of
the capture of Constantinople by Ma
homet II. After the Balkanic defeats
that commemoration, which had never
taken plice before, was given the char-
acter of a mussulman manifestation
against all the elements of ottoman
Christians, and thus against the prim-
ciple of “ottomanism.*

Turkey’'s budgets, always in deflclt,
are now more than ever in a deplorahble
condition. This chromnic evil of the Ot-
toman empire, which, we were assured,
was to be radlcally reformed after the
revolution of the voung Turk in 190s,
is worse than ever. ¥From 1909-19in
the deficit was $24,191,845; from 1910
1911 the deficit was $30,934,877; from
1911-1912 the deficit was $34,801,205.

The yeara 1912 and 1913 were devoted
to two successive and disastrous wars
with Italy and the Balkans, which en-
tailed new and heavy charges. After
the treaty of Bucharest Turkey ap-
peared to have accepted in good faith
the result of her errors and to have
entered upon a period of paclfication
and repose. The mobilization ordere

by Enver Pasha stirred the peopls
anew, and Imposed new and onerous
expenses upon the state.

E
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The financial condition of Turkev
might be g cause of alarm for the hold-
ers of Turkish bonds,

Turkey’s but such is not reailr
- the case. The Ottoman
Finances. empire offers certain
guaranties for bondholders which
are quite wunusual The Ottoman

public debt was created by a decree of
Mouharrem the day after the di=as-
trous Russo-Turkish war of 1877. The
Ottoman public debt, it should be ex-
plained, is under the sole administra-
tion of an *international council” of
delegates elected by syndicates of the
bondholders. This council controls in
entire liberty of action the revenues al
tributed to it by the government &«
Constantinople, and thus guarantee
the holders of Ottoman funds. Thes
revenues from spirits, tobacce, =al
fisheries, dyes, tax on silk, etc., repre
sent about thirty-eight million dolisrs
the one-half of the revenues of the ¢
pire. The Ottoman government canno
touch these revenues, which are absao-
lutely controlled by European admini-
trators. Even when the Ottoman go:
ernment has been in the direst straits.
and when the functionaries and the
army have been unpald, the governmei
has never attempted to touch them.
This attitude is not only honest, but
wise, and creates credit for Eovern-
ment in contracting loans. If the gov
ernment in any cataclysm should eve:
gelze the sums in the treasury of the
public debt it would ruin Turkey's
credit without fall. .

Turkey's military condition is very
weak and uncertain. When Enver
Pasha assumed the portfollo of war he
Immediately commenced the reforma-
tion of the army. At the close of 1813
Enver arbitrarily retired from the army
800 officers, many of whom were sacri-
ficed to personal rivalries and for
party considerations. This action cre-
ated an intense feellng of dissatisfac-
tion among the victims and their
friends. The grand vizier, Mahmoud
Chevket, had requested the German
government to send a German general
to aid In the reform of the army. That
government sent Gen. Liman von San-
ders, with a number of officers. The
mission would be for a term of five
vears, the German would have all the
powers of a general in chief, and
there was & plan to give him the com-
mand of an army corps at Constant!-

n?ﬂl:'t pretention incited the suspiclons
of the triple entente, for it would placs
a German general in command of the
Dardanelles. The ambassadors of the
triple entente protested, and the pow-
ers of Gen. Liman von Sanders were
limited to chief of the mission and in-
spector general of the military schools.
Meanwhile Gen Mahmond (*hevket was
assassinated, and Said Halim Pasha, the
actual grand vizier, succeeded.
-
4 3
On paper the Turkish army counts
thirteen army corps, but in reality
thera are only five, and
Turkish one-half properly constitut-
ed. The fourth corps is a!
Am?- Smyrna, where it must re-
main to defend the coasts from an
eventual debarkment of Greek troops.
The others are in Europe. The first
corps is at Constantinople, the second at
Kirk-Kilisse, the third at Rodosto, the
tenth at Gallipoli, the half of a corps
at Adrianople. The battalion during
peace being 500 to €00 men, the total
of the army is not more than &0,000
men.

The mobilization consists in adding
trained reservists, which would in-
crease the army to 150,000, of which

125,000 only are combatants. These

say be increased by untrained re-
servists, but of questionable value. The
army lacks material, equlpages and
transportation, to say nothing of
morale, the most difficult of all things
to restore to an army.

As for the Turkish navy, it scarcely
merits mention, for it lacks ships,
men and armament, which are not
compensated either by the presence of
the Goeben and the Breslau or the de-
fensus of the Dardanelies.

The situation of the Ottoman empirs

before the European war was already
extremely delicate and fragile, but in
practicing a policy of great prudenca
the government at Constantinople could
prolong Indefinitely that state of af-
fairs. The abandonment of neutrality
on the part of Turkey is likely to be
followed by a coalition on the part of
Roumanlia, Greece, Montenegro, Servia
and possibly Bulgaria. [
Because of the foregoing situation, 1t
seems to be simply suicidal for Turkey
to step into the breach. Besides, the
animosities between the progress and
union, or “young Turk”™ and the “old
Turk” parties are acute, and the hasty
action of the war party is almost
certain to be met by violent reaction
on the part of those who would avenge
the murder of Nex.im.

England has decided that cotton Is
not contraband of war. This country is
very happy about that, and quite will-
ing to forget that there were other
Ideas on the subject fifty years ago.

¥rom the Bogton Herald.

Southern planters that want to
launch here in New England the “wear
cotton clothes” habit will kindly talk
first with the weather man.

From the Pitisburgh Post,

1t has become evident that a cotton
dress can be brought up to the regular
gown price by allowing for trimmings.

From the Atlanta Journal.

1t would not be surprising to hear the
claim from the bull moose that its
activity in the campaign caused the
price of cotton to rise.

IFrom the Worcester Gazette,
Southern justices are holding court
clothed in overalls. This is paying

Zeki Bey, journalist at Constanti- H. CHAILLE-LONG.
FFrom the Clevelatd 1*ain Dealer, 9 From the Richmond News-Leader.

Speaking of the new play, “a Pair of
S8ilk Stockings,” ought not a pair of
cotton stockings to prove more popular
just about this time?

From the Charlotte News and Ubserver.

“3til]l more optimistic” is the word
that comes from New York touching
the cotton outlook. Old King Cotton
is “fixing” to come back.

From the Ok City

We are to have cotton rellef legisla-
tion when Congress reconvenes in De-
cember. Most of the staple needing re-
lief will be off the market by that time,

From the Savannah News.

A lot of cotton land in Georgia
might profitably be planted in beans,
both to boost the price of cotton and
to decreuse the danger of pellagra.

From the Des Moloes Capital.
Cotton may still be king, but it nev-
ertheless shows a strong desire to cultl-

homage to King Cotton with a ven-

geance.

vate noguaintance with the common
people. 4



